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End of Year 1 Expectations

Reading
● Apply phonics knowledge to decode words confidently.

● Read words with common suffixes (e.g. –ing, –ed, –s).

● Read many common exception words (e.g. said, are, was).

● Read aloud books that match their phonics level with 
fluency.

● Understand and discuss books they listen to or read 
themselves.

● Retell key stories and talk about characters and settings.

Maths 
● Count to and across 100, forwards and backwards from any 

number.

● Read and write numbers to 100 in numerals.

● Recognise and use number bonds within 10 and 20.

● Add and subtract numbers up to 20 using concrete objects 
and pictorial representations.

● Understand and use concepts of multiplication and division 
(using grouping and sharing).

● Recognise, name and describe 2D and 3D shapes.

● Compare, describe and measure length, weight, and 
capacity.

● Tell the time to the hour and half past the hour.

Writing 
● Spell words using taught phonics and common exception words.

● Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.

● Begin to use finger spaces, capital letters, and full stops.

● Write sentences that are sequenced to form short narratives.

● Join words and clauses using and.

● Re-read writing to check it makes sense.



Year 1
What to expect in Year 1

While children will still be learning through play, 
exploration, and discovery, their school day will 

become a little more structured than in Reception. They 
may spend more time sitting at tables, but learning will 

still take place in a variety of ways — through 
movement, outdoor activities, group work, carpet 
sessions, and even while exploring the wider school 

environment.

What will my child do in Year 1?

Your child will have completed the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) in Reception, although 

some goals may continue to be supported as they 
transition into Year 1. This is their first official year of 
the National Curriculum, and like all year groups, 

Year 1 follows statutory programmes of study set by 
the government.

In June, children take part in the Year 1 Phonics 
Screening Check, which helps teachers identify 

whether they can confidently sound out and blend 
graphemes, and read phonetically decodable 
words. There's no need to worry — your child’s 

teacher will already be monitoring their progress 
daily and will have identified any areas that need 

extra focus well before the check takes place.



Year 1 Autumn 2
English

This term, Year 1 will enjoy classic 
stories such as Jack and the Beanstalk 

and The Dark. They’ll use these to 
inspire their own writing and develop 
sentence structure, description, and 

creativity. As we approach the festive 
season, children will also explore 
Christmas stories and take part in 

assembly practice.

Computing
In computing, Year 1 will become 

digital artists, learning to paint using 
computers. They’ll use shapes, lines, 

and colours to create pictures, 
make careful design choices, and 

compare computer art with 
traditional painting.

Maths
In maths, pupils will focus on 

subtraction within 10, 2D and 3D 
shapes, and practical problem 
solving. Regular consolidation 

activities will help strengthen their 
number fluency and shape 

recognition.

Science
Our topic, “Materials and Their 

Properties,” will have children exploring 
and comparing different materials. 

They’ll investigate which materials are 
soft, strong, or warm enough for the 
princess and her pea, and how to 

identify what makes a material 
suitable for different purposes.

Geography
In geography, Year 1 will learn 

about their local area, exploring 
places they visit, what is near and 
far, and how to read simple plans 
and maps. They’ll even recreate a 
local journey, using symbols and 

landmarks to show what they saw 
along the way.

RE
Children will explore Christian 
beliefs, learning about God, 
Jesus, prayer, and miracles, 
and discovering why these 
stories are so important to 

Christians.

D&T
This term, pupils will design and 
build their own model houses. 

They’ll explore shapes, 
materials, and joining 

techniques, then create and 
evaluate their final products.

Music
In music, Year 1 will enjoy singing a 
variety of songs in different styles, 
from Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star to 
Daisy Bell and I’m a Little Teapot. 

They’ll develop rhythm, pitch, and 
confidence as performers, with 
Christmas rehearsals to finish the 

term.

PE
In PE, pupils will learn to send, 

track, and control balls, 
developing teamwork and 
coordination. They’ll also 

practise aiming at targets, 
defending space, and 

adapting to simple game rules.

Educational Visits

Year 1 will visit St Barnabas 
Church to learn about its 

features and importance in the 
local community.



Whole School Events in Autumn 2

Whole School Writing 
Week 

A top-secret Writing Week is 
coming this half term! We 
can’t reveal the theme or 

dates yet, but your children 
will know when the time 
comes — get ready for 
some creative surprises! Anti-Bullying Week

We’ll be taking part in 
Anti-Bullying Week with 
activities that promote 
kindness, respect, and 
standing up for others.
10th to 14th November

Children in Need
We’ll be supporting 

Children in Need with 
fun fundraising 

activities — more 
details to come!

Christmas 
Assemblies

Join us as we celebrate the 
festive season with our 
Christmas assemblies — 
dates and times will be 

shared soon!



At Home in Year 1
How can I help my child in Year 2?

1. Help them understand what they read
As reading comprehension is so important in this year, 
checking your child’s understanding of the book they are 
reading is an excellent way to support them. You can help 
them engage with their reading on a deeper level by 
asking questions. You can also do this when you are 
reading to them, which is still so important at this age. 
2. Explore real-life Maths
Any opportunity to use maths in a real-life context is really 
useful. For example, ask them to help you pay for goods or 
calculate change when shopping. Learning to tell the time, 
especially to five minutes, is another great way to support 
your child’s learning at home
3. Encourage independence
Finally, you can develop their independence at home by 
encouraging your child to get dressed on their own or 
organise their belongings more independently.

What home learning will my child get?
Lots of daily reading!  They can use online resources like 
Bug Club or the books in their book bag.  It is so important 
to read every day. Children will also receive weekly 
spellings.

They can also do some Maths activities on Mathletics.  This 
really helps them to consolidate the learning they have 

done in class.
Year 2 Spelling List

door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, behind, child, 
children*, wild, climb, most, only, both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, 
every, everybody, even, great, break, steak, pretty, beautiful, 
after, fast, last, past, father, class, grass, pass, plant, path, bath, 
hour, move, prove, improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, should, 
would, who, whole, any, many, clothes, busy, people, water, 
again, half, money, Mr, Mrs, parents, Christmas



Year 1 Phonics Screening

Reminder: Phonics Screening Check

There is a Year 1 phonics screening test in June, which helps your 
child’s teacher to identify if your child is secure in sounding out 

and blending graphemes. It also detects if they can read 
phonically decodable words. Don’t be worried about this test. 
Your child’s teacher will be assessing your child daily and will 

have identified any areas they need to focus on well before the 
test date.

Click here for more information

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664c87774f29e1d07fadcba9/2024_Information_for_parents_assessment_phonics_screening_check_WEBHO.pdf


How to Help at Home in Year 1

Speak to your child’s teacher 
Be sure to speak to your child’s teacher at 

various (non-parent evening) times during the 
year when you need to. They will be keen to 

help with any areas of concern you might 
have. The teacher can also answer any 

questions you might have about home or 
school learning. If you have concerns about 
your child’s progress or attainment in reading 
or writing, please speak to your child’s class 

teacher as soon as possible. If it is appropriate, 
the class teacher may refer your child on to the 

school SENCO, who will work with you to 
identify your child’s needs and put suitable 

provision into place. 

Don’t forget that 
you can ‘Share a 
Book’ with your 
child in class on 

Thursday mornings 
(8:50-9:10)


