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Reception 
What to expect in Reception

In Reception this term, we’re excited to 
welcome our youngest learners as they 

begin their school journey! The children will 
be exploring lots of new activities through 
play, focusing on building early reading, 
writing, and number skills. We will also be 

working on important social skills, like 
sharing and taking turns, to help the 

children feel confident and happy in their 
new routines. It’s going to be a fun and 

engaging start to the school year!

What will my child do in Reception?
Throughout the year, we will be observing and assessing your child’s 

development as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
framework. These assessments are ongoing and done through play 
and everyday activities to ensure they are natural and stress-free for 

the children. At the end of the year, we complete the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP), which is a statutory assessment to 
see how your child has progressed in key areas like communication, 
physical development, and social skills. This helps us to tailor support 

and prepare them for the next step in their education. 

The Reception curriculum covers seven key areas of learning, split 
between the Prime Areas (Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development; Physical Development; and Communication and 
Language) and the Specific Areas (Literacy, Mathematics, 

Understanding the World, and Expressive Arts and Design). This 
foundation prepares children for the National Curriculum in Year 1, 

ensuring they are ready for a smooth transition into more formal 
learning. We’ll keep you informed about your child’s progress and 

how you can support their learning at home.



Our Theme
What’s in Our Colourful World

This term, Reception children will explore colour, 
light, and creativity through stories, art, and 

seasonal celebrations. They’ll take part in exciting 
activities linked to Bonfire Night, Diwali, 

Remembrance Day, and Christmas, including an 
art exhibition and Nativity performance.

Role Play: The Art Gallery
Our role-play area has been transformed into “The Art 

Gallery!” Children will help curate and display their 
own creations, developing confidence as young 

artists. This space will become the centrepiece of our 
upcoming Art Exhibition for parents, celebrating their 

creativity and colourful work.



Reception Autumn 2
Literacy

Children will enjoy a range of colourful 
stories such as Bonfire Night, The Artist, 

Colour and Me, and The King Who 
Banned the Dark. They’ll take part in 

daily Read Write Inc. phonics sessions, 
practise name writing, and begin to write 

simple sentences using known sounds.

Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development (PSED)

Pupils will learn to build positive 
relationships, show kindness and 

respect, and begin to 
understand how others feel. 

They’ll develop resilience, 
independence, and 

confidence as they explore 
celebrations and friendships in 

our school community.

Maths
This term’s maths focuses on 

numbers within 5, composition of 
numbers, spatial awareness, and 

shapes. Through Power Maths and 
Mastering Number, children will 
build number fluency, explore 

patterns, and compare quantities 
using hands-on activities.

Communication & Language
Children will build confidence in 

listening, speaking, and expressing 
ideas, learning to use new 

vocabulary from our stories and 
class discussions. They’ll develop 
the ability to describe events in 
detail and share their thoughts 

clearly with others.

Physical Development
Through indoor and 

outdoor play, children will 
continue to improve their 
coordination, balance, 

and fine motor skills, 
including using tools 

safely, managing 
self-care, and forming 

letters correctly.

Understanding of the World
Children will explore seasons, 

light and dark, space, and 
different celebrations around 
the world. They’ll learn about 

the natural environment, 
how it changes in winter, 

and how people celebrate 
special times in different 

ways.

Expressive Art & Design
Pupils will use colour, texture, 

and materials to express 
themselves through art, 
music, and movement. 

They’ll create collaborative 
artwork, experiment with 

mixing colours, and perform 
songs and dances in the 
Nativity and Christmas 

celebrations.

Educational Visits & Experiences
Reception will be visiting the Whitechapel Gallery (date to be confirmed), where they’ll explore colour, creativity, and 

artistic expression linked to our theme “What’s in Our Colourful World?”



Whole School Events in Autumn 2

Whole School Writing 
Week 

A top-secret Writing Week is 
coming this half term! We 
can’t reveal the theme or 

dates yet, but your children 
will know when the time 
comes — get ready for 
some creative surprises! Anti-Bullying Week

We’ll be taking part in 
Anti-Bullying Week with 
activities that promote 
kindness, respect, and 
standing up for others.
10th to 14th November

Children in Need
We’ll be supporting 

Children in Need with 
fun fundraising 

activities — more 
details to come!

Christmas 
Assemblies

Join us as we celebrate the 
festive season with our 
Christmas assemblies — 
dates and times will be 

shared soon!



At Home in Reception

How can I help my child in 
Reception?

You can help your child in 
Reception by reading together, 

practicing counting, encouraging 
independence and talking about 

their day. Play games to build social 
skills and create a positive, 

supportive environment for learning 
and exploration.

What home learning will my child get?

Once the children have book bags (please order via the 
Arbor app)they will take home books weekly.  This will start 

with a story book that they have chosen from our library 
selection.  They will also take home flashcards for the 

sounds they have been learning in school so that you can 
support them to consolidate their learning at home.  

Each child will be given a sound wallet which will build up 
a collection of the sounds they have learnt throughout the 

year so you can track and support their progress.

Once the children are secure with their set 1 sounds they 
will start taking home a levelled book too.  This will be a 
book that contains sounds they have learnt and is at an 

instructional level for them to be able to read to you!  
Please support them with this.  A really helpful phrase to 
use is “try that again” if they don’t get a word first time.



How to Help at Home in Reception 

Speak to your child’s teacher 
Be sure to speak to your child’s teacher at various 

(non-parent evening) times during the year when you 
need to. They will be keen to help with any areas of 

concern you might have. The teacher can also answer 
any questions you might have about home or school 

learning. If you have concerns about your child’s 
progress or attainment in reading or writing, please 

speak to your child’s class teacher as soon as possible. If 
it is appropriate, the class teacher may refer your child 

on to the school SENCO, who will work with you to 
identify your child’s needs and put suitable provision 

into place. 


